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OPEN : COVIDISTRESS diverse dataset
patapescrirTor | ON psychological and behavioural
outcomes one yearinto the COVID-19
pandemic

Angélique M. Blackburn()", Sara Vestergren® & the COVIDISTRESS Il Consortium*
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dataset has facilitated government policy decisions regarding health crises, thi by
researchers and policy makers to inform research, decisions, and policv.
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Meeting held to examine ways of mutual cooperation
between SBU and Skoltech

On the third day of their trip to Russia, Dr. Nasi-
ri, president of SBU, and the accompanying del-
egation visited Skolkovo Institute of Science and
Technology (Skoltech), Russias most important
technology park.

The president of the university met and talked
with the officials of Skoltech. In this meeting, the
parties examined the ways of mutual cooperation
and exchange of professors and students.

Skoltech was founded in 2011 in a partnership
with MIT with the vision of being a world-leading
academic institute of science and technology.

As an academic institution, Skoltech primary
mission is academic excellence in target domains.
This includes performing cutting-edge basic and
applied research and educating next generation of

science, technology and business leaders.

Also, as a leading academic institution, Skoltech
generates value in a form of professional educa-
tion, advisory services, industry-funded research
and results implementation, services of shared fa-
cilities, technology licensing and new companies
established by the Institute’s scholars, engineers,
students and alumni. Therefore, Skoltech reinforc-
es Russia’s technology excellence in target domains
and bridges the gap between research and industry.

Skoltech forms a part of the Skolkovo commu-
nity which creates a new, self-sustaining innova-
tion ecosystem providing an engine for Russian
high-tech industry and attracting foreign invest-
ments. In this paradigm, Skoltech acts as a catalyst
to foster cutting-edge research in advanced areas

Persian language and literature professors from
India visit SBU

On Sunday, July 2, 2022, a group of Persian
language and literature professors from In-
dian universities, in coordination with Sa’adi
Foundation, attended joint meetings with the
faculty members of the Department of Persian
Language and Literature of SBU and visited
various places of the Faculty of Letters and Hu-
man Sciences and the Central Library, Docu-
ments Center and Museum of SBU.

The Indian delegation consisted of Dr. Fauz-
ia Wahid from Aligarh Muslim University, Dr.
Malik Salim Javed, assistant professor of Zakir
Husain Delhi College, Dr. Mohammad Qaisar,
assistant professor of the Persian department
of Aligarh Muslim University, Dr. Zunnoo-
rain Haider Alavi, head of the Persian depart-
ment of University of Lucknow, Dr. Masoom
Reza, assistant professor of Khwaja Moinud-
din Chishti Language University, Dr. Tasneem
Kausar Chishti, associate professor of the Per-
sian department of Karamat Husain Muslim
Girls P.G. College and Dr. Halim Akhtar Abu
Muhammad, head of the Persian department

of Bhagalpour University. The delegation had
two meetings with Dr. Ahmad Khatami, dean
of the Faculty of Letters and human Sciences,
and a group of faculty members of the depart-
ment of Persian language and literature of the
university. During these meetings, the Indian
delegation got familiar with SBU and the Fac-
ulty of Letters and Human Sciences, and the
two sides discussed the common needs of Iran
and India in the field of Persian language and
literature.

of crucial importance for Russia, promote entre-
preneurial activity and train internationally com-
petitive specialists capable of working in a rapidly
changing research and technology landscape.

SBU delegation meets of-
ficials of Higher School
of Economics University

The president of SBU and the accompanying dele-
gation visited Higher School of Economics (HSE)
University in Moscow on Thursday, June 23, 2022,
following a one-week visit to Russia, and met with
the rector and deputies of this University. After dis-
cussing the areas of cooperation, the delegation vis-
ited the important departments of the university.

HSE University is one of the most important
scientific centers in Russia with 50,000 students
and 3,000 faculty members. This university has
various programs and students pay particular at-
tention to it when choosing a program.
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Meeting held to discuss joint cooperation between
SBU and Moscow State University

Dr. Nasiri, president of SBU, and the accom-
panying delegation visited Moscow State
University (MSU) on the fourth day of their
visit to Russia at the invitation of Dr. Viktor
Sadovnichiy.

The two sides discussed ways to expand co-
operation by discussing the areas of scientific
and technological cooperation.

The delegation of SBU visited different parts
of the university, including the famous muse-
um of stone and minerals and the museum of
history. Then, they discussed various scientific
issues and bilateral cooperation in a meeting
with the rector of MSU and his deputies and
directors. The delegation also visited the Fac-
ulty of Geology of MSU. Prof. Ivanov, head of
the Persian Language Department at MSU, and
Dr. Goudarzi, Iran’s scientific representative in
Russia, also attended the meeting.

One of the most important topics of discus-
sion was conducting practical research in the

tield of petroleum resources exploration, which
will lead to significant currency savings. This
project is in the contract stage between the two
universities. The parties also discussed and
emphasized cooperation in holding Russian
language tests in order to prevent the transfer
of currency from Iran and to help admit Irani-
an students, and conducting joint research in
the fields of literature and Iranology.

Delegation of SBU visits Institute of Asian and Afri-

can Countries of MSU

Delegation of SBU visited the Institute of Asian
and African Countries of Moscow State Uni-
versity (MSU) on Thursday, June 23, 2022.

On the fifth day of their trip to Russia, Dr.
Nasiri, president of SBU, Dr. Rasouli, advisor
to the president, and Dr. Abtahi, director of the
Lomonosov-Razi Center, attended the Institute
of Asian and African Countries and met with
Prof. Aleksey Maslov, director of the institute.

In this meeting, which was attended by Prof.
Vladimir Ivanov, head of the Persian Lan-
guage Department of the institute, and Maxim
Delinad, one the active members of the depart-
ment, the two sides discussed ways of mutual
cooperation.

Then the delegation attended the Persian
Language Department and got acquainted
with the activities of the department. Both

sides stressed the need for more cooperation
in the field of Iranology and Persian language.
In this meeting, one of the students of Persian
language and Iranian studies, recited a poem in
Persian. In the final part of the meeting, Prof.
Ivanov was praised for his extensive activities
at the Persian Language Department.

)’g\{/ﬁ

Meeting held to discuss
joint cooperation with
Moscow Power Engineer-
ing Institute

During his one-week visit to Russia, Dr. Nasiri,
president of SBU, visited various scientific, re-
search and technological centers in Russia.

On the fourth day, Dr. Nasiri and the accompa-
nying delegation visited Moscow Power Engineer-
ing Institute (MPEI). In a meeting with Prof. Ni-
kolay D. Rogalev, rector of MPEI, they discussed
scientific and technological collaborations, includ-
ing the areas of joint cooperation in the fields of
engineering.

MPEI is one of the main technical universities in
Russia in the field of power engineering, electrical
engineering, radio engineering and electronics, in-
formatics and computer science, founded in 1930.

The field of modern power engineering includes
actually power engineering (hydropower, wind
power, thermal, nuclear, solar and space power,
etc.), electrical equipment, sciences about mate-
rials, electronics, classical and applied physics, ra-
dio engineering and communication, computer
systems, management and economics in power
engineering. All these fields and other majors of
special training are available in MPEI for foreign
undergraduate and graduate students.

MPEI has been training engineers and scien-
tists for foreign countries since 1946. At present,
about 2000 foreign students from 68 countries are
trained at MPEL

Since 1995, training of both Bachelor and Mas-
ter foreign students of “Informatics and Computer
Engineering” has been organized in English.

T
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Institute for Cognitive and Brain Sciences partici-

pates in international study

Researchers from around the world have published
an international study examining the psychological
effects of Covid 19 in Scientific Data, a peer-reviewed
open access scientific journal published by Nature
Research.

Dr. Saeid Sadeghi and Dr. Hamidreza Pourete-
mad, faculty members of the Institute for Cognitive
and Brain Sciences (ICBS) of SBU, have cooperated
in this extensive international study with research-
ers from universities in the United Kingdom, USA,

Switzerland, Japan, Ireland, Turkey, New Zealand,
South Africa, Netherlands, Spain, Colombia, Poland,
Qatar, Belgium, Bangladesh, Lebanon, Pakistan, Bo-
livia, Portugal, Cameroon, France, Slovakia, Nepal,
Ukraine, Uruguay, Chile, Taiwan, Malaysia, Nigeria,
Kenya, Austria, Russia, Ecuador, Cyprus, Guatema-
la, Costa Rica, Canada, Norway, Bulgaria, Czech Re-
public, Serbia, Egypt, Sweden, Honduras, Denmark,
Brazil, India, Italy, Germany, Zimbabwe, Tanzania,
Uganda, Indonesia, Sri Lanka, Finland, and Australia.

Two professors of SBU introduced as exemplary

faculty members

Dr. Alireza Ghasempour and Dr. Ali Akbar Matkan,
professors of SBU, were introduced as exemplary fac-
ulty members in the 29th ceremony of recognition of
exemplary faculty members of Iran, which was held
in the presence of Iran’s president.

The 29th ceremony of introducing and honoring ex-
emplary faculty members and students of the country
was held in the presence of Seyed Ebrahim Raeisi, the
Iranian president, on Monday, July 4, 2022, at the con-
ference hall of the University of Science and Technology.

In this ceremony, Dr. Alireza Ghasempour, facul-

ty member of Medicinal Plants and Drugs Research
Institute of SBU, and Dr. Ali Akbar Matkan, faculty
member of the Faculty of Earth Sciences of SBU, were
honored as exemplary faculty members of the country.

36 exemplary faculty members and 18 exemplary
students of the country in various fields and levels of
study were honored in this ceremony, which was held
with the presence of the minister of science, research
and technology, the minister of health and medical
education and a group of academicians, professors
and students.

Student of SBU makes history in 2022 Triathle

Asian Championship

According to the Triathlon Federation, the 2022
Asia Triathlon Championship competitions were
held in Burabay, Kazakhstan on July 1, 2022. Seyed
Parsa Mahjoub, an Iranian national athlete and a
sports science undergraduate student of SBU, won
the third place of these competitions, thereby mak-
ing our country a medal winner for the first time
in the history of the Asian Championship competi-
tions in this field.

In order to win this historical and valuable medal,
Mahjoub competed with prominent athletes of the
Asian continent, such as Ian Bisenbaif, the champi-
on of Asia and the runner-up of the Asian Games.
Giving a great performance, he beat Meirlan Iska-

kov and took the bronze medal of the Asian Triath-
lon Championship.
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scientific data

M) Chock for updates

OPENCOVIDISTRESS diverse dataset
patapescrieror 0N psychological and behavioural
outcomes one year into the COVID-19
pandemic

Angélique M. Blackburn (", Sara Vestergren’ & the COVIDISTRESS Il Consortium*

During the anset of the COVID-19 pandemic, the COVIDISTRESS Consertium launched an open-aceess
global survey d d and improve individual i related to the crisis. A year later,

we extended this line of research by launching a new survey to address the dynamic landscape of the
pandemic. This survey was released with the goal of addressing diversity, equity, and inclusion by
waorking with aver 150 researchers across the globe who collected data in 48 languages and dialects
across 137 countries. The result
responses. The dataset allows ¢ ultural st
into the pandemic. It includes measuri
scientists, compliance, and inf

g and beh
ilience, vaccine attitudes, trust in government and
isperceptions regarding COVID-19. Open-
access raw and cleaned datasets with compt ores are available. Just as our initial COVIDISTRESS
dataset has facilitated policy decisions ding health crises, this dataset can be used by
researchers and policy makers to inform research, decisions, and policy.
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Student of SBU wins
title of best paper in

CogSci conference

The CogSci conference is one of the most prestigious
annual conferences in the field of cognitive science
(and the only conference of the American Cognitive
Science Society). The 44th CogSci conference (CogS-
ci2022) will be held this year in Toronto, Canada,
with the goal of developing basic and applied cogni-
tive science research.

In this year’s conference, Mr. Hasan Qarehdaghi,
one of the Ph.D. students of cognitive neuroscienc-
es at the Institute for Cognitive and Brain Sciences
(ICBS) of SBU, has won the title of “best paper” of
this conference (along with $1000 as a prize).
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‘Supervisory Control of Discrete-Event Systems’ published
by SBU Press

The book “Supervisory Control of Dis-
crete-Event Systems” authored by Dr. Ali Ak-
bar Afzalian, associate professor of the Faculty
of Electrical Engineering (Power and Control)
of SBU and Vahid Saeidi has been published re-
cently by SBU Press in 240 pages.

The behavior of the system in many industrial
processes is affected by sudden changes or dis-
continuities of some variables (caused by inter-
nal or external factors) in addition to continuous
dynamics. The theory of “Supervisory Control”
deals with the analysis of discrete-event dynam-
ics and the designing of the supervisor control-
ler in order to achieve the desired performance
characteristics. In other words, this theory is a
junction between the theory of control systems
and the theory of computer systems. In this the-
ory, concepts of control systems (such as con-
trollability, observability, and optimality) are
used together with concepts of computer sys-

tems (such as automata).

The present book introduces languages and au-
tomata as two tools for modeling discrete-event
systems, Petri nets and their differences with
automata in simulation and control, designing
supervisory control, and
supervisory control in a
modular and distribut-
ed structure. The book
also discusses the appli-
cations of supervisory
control in the gas trans-
mission network

and
step regulation of power
transformers and finally
explains considerations
about the implementa-
tion of supervisory con-
trol on PLC programma-
ble controllers.

‘Iranian Oil Precedents and Policies: From Qajar to 1953
Coup d’état’ published by SBU Press

The book “Iranian Oil Precedents and Policies:
From Qajar to 1953 Coup détat” authored by Dr.
Michael Vahidirad, assistant professor of the Fac-
ulty of Letters and Human Sciences of SBU, has
been published recently by SBU Press in 364 pag-
es.

A little more than a hundred years have passed
since the discovery of oil in Iran, and since then
the country’s economic dependence on it has been
increasing every day. In fact, with the eruption of
an oil well on the 26th of May 1908, the politics
and economy of oil in Iran were fused together,
and this subsequently affected the social sphere
and in general all the affairs and orientations of the
country. Although the process of entering oil into
Iran’s economy began during the Nasseri period,
its effects appeared in later periods, which led to
the establishment of the Iran-UK Oil Company
and subsequently the entry of the British govern-

ment into it.

Oil, which was widely used “as a local commod-
ity” in the pre-modern periods with a limited im-
pact on society, became a “commercial commod-
ity” at the end of the 19th
century, with increased
production, consumption
and economic and polit-
ical influence. However,
the formation of the First
World War turned oil into
a “strategic commodity”,
and each side of the war
included the acquisition
of oil and its use in its mil-
itary and economic plans.

The present book deals
with oil as a commercial
and strategic commodity,
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The book, which is the result of the authors’ re-
search activities and experience of teaching this
subject for more than 15 years at SBU, was written
with the aim of familiarizing graduate students
and control engineers with supervisory control.
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Supervisory Control of
Discrete-Event Systems

All Alkiar Afrallan
wahid Sasidi

examines briefly the oil precedents of the Qajar
period, and discusses in detail the oil policies of
Iran during the first Pahlavi period and the issue
of the nationalization of the oil industry.
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Iranian oil Precedents and Policies
from Qajar to 1953 coup détal

Michael Vahidirad
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Translation of book ‘La traduction audiovisuelle’
published by SBU Press

The book “La traduction audiovisuelle: Ap-
proche interdisciplinaire du sous-titrage” (Au-
diovisual Translation: An Interdisciplinary
Approach to Subtitling) translated into Per-
sian by Dr. Danial Basanj, assistant professor
of the Faculty of Letters and Human Sciences
of SBU, and Asal Amirkhansari has been pub-
lished recently by SBU Press in 216 pages.

The book is originally authored in French
by Jean-Marc Lavaur and Adriana Serban in
2008.

Audiovisual translation is not a new phe-
nomenon or activity. It dates back to silent
film intertitling in the early twentieth century.
Since the 20s of this century, with the advent
of the first commercial feature films, dubbing
and subtitling have become especially import-
ant. However, in the field of translation stud-
ies, audiovisual translation has found a place
for less than thirty years.

When translating audio-visual texts from
one language to another, three major chal-
lenges might occur: the relationship between
image, sound, and speech; the relationship be-
tween the source language and the target lan-
guage; and finally, the relationship between the
written code and the spoken code.

In the last five years, there has been a con-
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stant and rapid need for audio-visual transla-
tion in its various forms, with the increasing
and global expansion of Internet film and se-
ries screening platforms, as a technology-de-
pendent socio-artistic phenomenon, followed
by users’ access to an ocean of audio-visual fa-
cilities.

The present book is one of the most up-to-
date academic contributions in the field of au-
dio-visual translation in France. The purpose
of the book is to introduce audio-visual transla-
tion, especially subtitling, and to show its vari-
ous dimensions. For this purpose, each section
of the book uses the opinions of experts in var-
ious fields such as cinema, translation, linguis-
tics and cognitive psychology. This book, in the
first step, introduces and describes the emer-
gence of subtitles in cinema and television, the
technical aspects of screen subtitling and vari-
ous types of subtitles in the digital age, and then
addresses the linguistic and cultural challenges
that arise when translating an audio-visual text
into another language.

The book is aimed at professors, students,
and researchers in the fields of translation
studies, foreign languages, cinema, and televi-
sion, as well as the general audience of audio-
visual media.

La traduction andiovisuelle
Approche interdisciplinaire dﬂ%ﬁtmﬁm

Jean-Marg Lavaur
Adriana Serban "
Danlal Basan]
Asal Amirkhansarl

Dr. Hossein Valeh: Our
interaction with world’s
research institutes is very
weak

Dr. Hossein Valeh said in an interview with
Public Relations Office:

One of our most important problems is that
the interaction of our research institutes and
universities with world’s research institutions is
very weak.

Dr. Hossein Valeh is an associate professor
at the Department of Philosophy, Faculty of
Letters and Human Sciences, Shahid Behesh-
ti University (SBU). This prominent professor
of SBU has many records such as working as a
journalist and diplomat. He has also published
some works, including the book “Metaphysics
and Philosophy of Language”. Here is part of Dr.
Valeh’s interview with Public Relations Office of
the university:

- Many of the professors do not evaluate the
state of higher education in our country as fa-
vorable. In your opinion, how is the state of our
higher education system in the field of human
sciences in general and philosophy in particu-
lar? What criticisms and solutions do you have
for this situation?

This is a difficult question. I can only tell my
personal experience. Let’s do a split. When we
talk about human sciences, sometimes we mean
human sciences in the modern era and some-
times we mean human sciences before that era.
Human sciences, in contrast to natural sciences,
have always existed in Iran since ancient times,
even before the modern era. Iran has been one
of the very important centers in both fields, in-
cluding literature, philosophy, logic, psycholo-
gy, sociology and the like, as well as medicine,
astronomy, physics, optics and the like. Iran has
long been the center of thought production.
From the 18th century onwards, events in Iran
have caused geographical Iran and cultural Iran
to lag behind in the process of scientific devel-
opment. The developments that occurred in
Europe and America as a result of the scientific
revolution have reached Iran with a delay. This
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is true in both basic and natural sciences, and
human sciences.

However, when we want to examine the prob-
lems of human sciences in Iran, we must see
whether modern or pre-modern human scienc-
es are concerned. In modern human sciences, I
believe, our big problem is that the main body
of our human sciences is imported. This is both
bad and good. It is good because knowledge can
be found anywhere. Knowledge has no home-
land. An important part of modern education
first sprouted in Europe and then entered Iran
around the Constitutional Revolution. In nat-
ural and basic sciences, our backwardness is
depicted in our backwardness in technology.
It shows itself well there. For example, we im-
ported cars, electric motors, and other tools of
modern technology. But due to the forgoing his-
torical delay, we are left behind from the world’s
modern technology. This problem is of course
normal. The wheel cannot be reinvented a thou-
sand times! The mathematical formula once
discovered by Pythagoras is not going to be dis-
covered again! The same is true in the field of hu-
man sciences. We have been importers. We have
brought sociology, psychology, political science
and thought, economics, etc. from abroad.

But why do I believe this is a problem? Because
of the fact that part of the disciplines of human
sciences are context-bound to a large extent. For
example, there are general theories in sociolo-
gy, but there is a major difference between the
general theories of sociology and physics. The
general theories of physics are concerned with
inanimate nature with no will; but in sociolo-
gy we describe, rather explain, the collective
behavior of free human beings. This discretion
makes a difference. Humans exercise their will
in different ways in different situations. Field
and experimental studies in this field are carried
out in different environments and in relation to
different subjects. But the general theories that
are made here cannot be generalized to all hu-
man societies. Therefore, the generalizability of
physics will not be possible in sociology. The
problem can be described as follows: when we
want to introduce physics and chemistry, it is
not necessary to localize this information, be-
cause they deal with natural subjects and pre-
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dict the behavior of natural entities. However,
in sociology, we want to predict the behavior
of people with free will. Here we have to take
an extra step that is not necessary in natural
sciences and that extra step is localization. In
terms of knowing the achievements and insights
that mankind has gained so far in the form of
new science, our human sciences are good and
sufficient and even very powerful in some re-
spects. But if these human sciences are going
to become a platform for someone to stand on
and give plans and ideas for the future of Iranian
society and Iranian people, then we should add
one step to these human sciences: studying hu-
man behavior in this specific geographical area
and add its achievement. First, we should study,
analyze and describe human behavior in Iran;
then we should make a theory for it; and then
we should make predictions. In my opinion, one
of the problems in the field of human sciences
is that we know well the written theories, but
we cannot use them in practice, because the link
between theory and practice is missing. The lack
of up-to-date native theories in human sciences
is our big problem.

Another problem is that we are weak in re-
search in human sciences. This problem is less
common in basic sciences. Perhaps our re-
searchers are not daring enough, because they
feel the risk is too high. This problem is harmful,
because it causes us to issue theories in Iranian
human sciences that are not sufficiently based
on empirical knowledge. In this situation, we
make wrong decisions; we spend the country’s
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capital on projects; and in the end, we don’t get
any benefits. Of course, we have made such mis-
takes in the field of technology as well; but in the
field of technology, localization is not that much
important compared with accuracy. The techni-
cal study of solids is so extensive that if we learn
them, we don’t need to rethink them. It is just
enough to be careful in our implementation. But
this is not the case in human sciences. In addi-
tion to accuracy, localized field studies are also
necessary. We are very weak in such research.

Another problem is that the interaction of our
research institutes and universities with their
peers in the world is very weak. This is not good.
For example, in our Faculty of Letters and Human
Sciences, apart from foreign language programs
that have to be in contact with the scientific cen-
ters of their mother countries, our communica-
tion with the world is very limited in other areas.
Of course, these relationships may be formed in-
dividually, but this is not observed institutionally.
How much do our Department of Philosophy or
Faculty of Theology and Religions communicate
with the University of Notre Dame, which is one
of the most important religious philosophy edu-
cation centers in the world, where the greatest re-
ligious philosophers are active?! This weak con-
nection does not allow the deepening of research.
It even makes us replicate. These are among the
weaknesses that we have in human sciences and
especially philosophy. Of course, all these things
are related to modern human sciences. If we go
back to the traditional human sciences, we can-
not judge in this way.




